
DIOCESE OF HOUMA-THIBODAUX

Liturgical Notes

ORDINARY TIME FALL 2022

ORDINARY TIME IN THE FALL

“...look up and see the fields ripe
for the harvest” (John 4:35).

Fall is the time for harvesting
crops before the vigor they
enjoyed during the summer
fades.  For our ancient ancestors
the yield of the harvest was
important, because it determined
their chances for survival during
the winter.  We are fortunate in
our time and place that
supermarkets have food year-
round which we can obtain.  But
the productivity of the harvest
will determine the price of the
food and how much of particular
items we will be able to afford. 
With ever-increasing inflation we
have already seen an upsurge in
food prices.  Most of us will be
compelled to make some
adjustments.  As we find
ourselves forced to “tighten the
belt” this year, maybe this is a
good time to reflect upon
spiritual frugality.  Are there
things in our lives, material or
otherwise, which are
encumbrances to our spiritual
lives?  With rising food prices, is

this a good time for us to engage
in a discipline of fasting?  Are
there people around us who will
suffer due to a lack of affordability
of food?  How can we reach out to
these people?  If your parish has
collected food for the poor at
Thanksgiving, is there a need to
extend that practice for a couple
of months or during the entirety
of the Fall?  

As trees start to lose their leaves
and the cooling weather causes
the grass to exchange its rich
verdant hue for a brown, hay-
color, we know that the earth in
the northern hemisphere begins
to move toward the death-cycle
of its eternal dying (winter) and
rising (spring).  November, which
begins with All Saints and All Souls
Days, causes us to focus upon the
Christian view of death as a
passage to eternal life.  The death
and life cycle of the earth
symbolizes that process in our
lives..

This year, the fall period of
Ordinary Time runs from the 23rd

to the 34th Sundays.  The Gospel
readings continue to present
Jesus teaching his disciples en
route to Jerusalem.  Total
dedication to Jesus (even beyond
obligations to family) is required
to continue in Jesus’ following
(23rd Sunday).  So desirous should
disciples be to maintain their

allegiance to Jesus that they
should be moved to take drastic
measures to preserve it (25th

Sunday).  Disciples of Jesus are
never to classify others as sinners
while perceiving themselves as
more righteous, but rather should
always desire that the sinner
experience God’s mercy (24th and
30th Sundays).  Jesus models this
teaching on forgiveness when he
declares that salvation comes to
the household of the repentant
publican, Zacchaeus (31st Sunday). 
A major Lucan theme, that of
dealing with material possessions,
surfaces in the parable of the Rich
Man and Lazarus on the 26th

Sunday.  Jesus teaches disciples
that they should be confident
that even a small amount of faith
can lead to great results, yet
when they experience great
spiritual or pastoral productivity
they should realize they are only
fulfilling their duty as disciples
(27th Sunday).  By observing Jesus’
commendation of the response of
the one grateful leper out of ten
Jesus heals the disciples learn
that constant gratitude toward
God is essential for a disciple (28th

Sunday).  The disciples must also
pray persistently without losing
hope (29th Sunday).

On the 32nd Sunday we are
reminded of the hope of both
immortality and resurrection, as
Jesus demonstrates to the
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disbelieving Sadducees that the
Torah does indeed support these
doctrines.

As the liturgical year nears its
end, the Sunday readings start to
focus on “the last things,” more
specifically, the coming of the
Lord to bring the Kingdom he
inaugurated in his earthly
ministry to completion.  The
Lord’s return represents the
culmination of God’s plan to
defeat the power of evil.  On the
last Sunday of Ordinary Time,
therefore, we celebrate God’s
victory with the Solemnity of
Christ the King.

Disciples must be prepared to
face the social upheaval that the
inbreaking of the Kingdom will
generate.  They must maintain
hope that in the end the Kingdom
will emerge despite the forces
that seek to prevent it (33rd

Sunday).

Finally, on the Solemnity of Christ
the King, Jesus demonstrates his
regal quality by extending a royal
pardon to a man crucified next to
him who requests his mercy. 
Here two significant aspects of
Lucan Christology, compassion
and forgiveness, are displayed in
Jesus’ word of salvation to the
crucified lawbreaker.

Liturgical
Environment
during the Fall
Period of
Ordinary Time

The harvest season of autumn, its
falling away process coincides
with the Liturgy.  An ingathering
of a few corn stalks, with ears of

corn revealed, gives an immediate
sign of the agricultural season. 
Gatherings of gourds amongst
delicate grapevines enfolded with
grains of wheat relate its visual
sense. 

For the weekend of the Prodigal
Son gospel, a layout of an inviting
robe, ring, and sandals, gives
actual imagery to this parable. 
Likewise, a display of purple fabric
and fine linen alongside a raised
water bowl set the environment
for the Lazarus theme.

The Solemnity of All Saints and All
Soul’s Day may include seasonal
flowers such as chrysanthemums,
marigolds, sunflowers, daisies,
etc.  Herbs such as basil and
trailing rosemary add interest and
scent.  Banners with the names of
all deceased for the previous year
could be displayed.

A raised crown placed atop sheer,
light-catching fabric amongst
seasonal plants and flowers
placed before the altar give focus
to the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe.

November 25, Thanksgiving---The
traditional horn of plenty presents
a spilling-out of the harvest
bounty with masses of pumpkins,
gourds, baskets of nuts and pine
cones, apples, oranges, grapes,
Indian corn, etc.

–Jenny Authement

Crotons, which are orange, yellow
and green in color are also a good
plant to use in the Church during
the Fall.

While these reflect the season,
you might want to create a
gradual transition of plant colors
from lush greens to plants of fall

color.

“The exterior of the church can
have harvest wreaths on the
doors or harvest garlands in the
arches over the doors. 
Containers of mums or other late-
blossoming flowers can be near
the entrances (outside) or placed
strategically in the worship space,
perhaps on the sills of the stained
glass windows or accenting any of
the primary focal points (altar,
ambo, font) or the secondary
statues and side altars”
(Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons
and Weekdays 2022, p. 230,
Liturgy Training Publications).

Sugar cane stalks (obtained
legally!) Could be placed in the
Church since we are in the
harvest season.

In addition, dry arrangements
could be employed during the Fall
season.

PARTICULAR CELEBRATIONS

Back to School

As students and teachers return
to school from the Summer
break, you may want to consider
using the “Order for the Blessing
of Students and Teachers” in the
Book of Blessings.  The “Order of
Blessing within Mass” could be
used at a Sunday liturgy in either
August or September, after
schools reconvene.

World Day of Prayer for the Care
of Creation (September 1, 2022)

Pope Francis established this
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observance in 2015, envisioning
that it “will offer individual
believers and communities a
fitting opportunity to reaffirm
their personal vocation to be
stewards of creation, to thank
God for the wonderful handiwork
which he has entrusted to our
care, and to implore his help for
the protection of creation as well
as his pardon for the sins
committed against the world in
which we live.”  A good resource
for preparation for this
observance would be Pope
Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si.  In
view of the many ecological
tragedies (e. g. BP oil spill) we
have suffered and Pope Francis’
observation, “This sister [earth]
now cries out to us because of
the harm we have inflicted on her
by our irresponsible use and
abuse of the goods with which
God has endowed her” (Laudato
Si #2).

Musical Suggestion: you may
want to use a musical setting of
St. Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of
the Creatures, such as “All
Creatures of our God and King”
or Marty Haugen’s “Canticle of
the Sun.”  Also, the hymns “For
the Beauty of the Earth” or
“Morning Has Broken” would be
appropriate.

Both of the following two prayers
are to be found in #246 of Pope
Francis’ encyclical,  Laudato Si. 
Either might be used as the
conclusion to the Universal
Prayer on this day:

A prayer for our earth

All-powerful God, you are present
in the whole universe

and in the smallest of your
creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness
all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of
your love,
that we may protect life and
beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may
live 
as brothers and sisters, harming
no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned
and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world
and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not
pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the
earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of
each thing,
to be filled with awe and
contemplation,
to recognize that we are
profoundly united
with every creature
as we journey towards your
infinite light.
We thank you for being with us
each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our
struggle
for justice, love and peace.

A Christian prayer in union with
creation

Father, we praise you with all your
creatures. 
They came forth from your
all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your
presence and your tender love.

Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,
through you all things were made.
You were formed in the womb of
Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,
and you gazed upon this world
with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every
creature
in your risen glory.
Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light
you guide this world towards the
Father’s love
and accompany creation as it
groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts 
and you inspire us to do what is
good.
Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community
of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you
in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you.
Awaken our praise and
thankfulness
for every being that you have
made. 
Give us the grace to feel
profoundly joined
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in
this world
as channels of your love
for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in
your sight.
Enlighten those who possess
power and money
that they may avoid the sin of
indifference,
that they may love the common
good, advance the weak, 
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and care for this world in which
we live.
The poor and the earth are crying
out.
O Lord, seize us with your power
and light, 
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom
of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you!
Amen.

Labor Day

In Laborem Exercens no. 9 Pope
Saint John Paul II writes, “Work is
a good thing for man-a good
thing for his humanity-because
through work man not only
transforms nature, adapting it to
his own needs, but he also
achieves fulfilment as a human
being and indeed, in a sense,
becomes ‘more a human being’.” 
Work is the way we cooperate
with God to sustain and enrich
God’s creation.  The sainted Holy
Father also reminds us of the
moral right that workers have to
be treated with dignity.  They
should be paid a respectable
wage for their services and
should not be abused.

All of these thoughts are
pertinent to our celebration of a
Mass for the Sanctification of
Human Labor (Masses for Various
Needs and Occasions #26) on
Monday, September 5, 2022
(Labor Day).  Eucharistic Prayer
for Various Needs and Occasions
III corresponds to the Mass for
the Sanctification of Human
Labor.

Day of Prayer for
Peace in Our
Communities

The USCCB has
designated the
Memorial of St.
Peter Claver

(September 9) as a day to offer
special prayer for the situation of
violence in our communities. 
Fresh on our minds are recent
mass shootings.  Saint Peter
Claver, a Spanish Jesuit missionary
to South America in the early 17th

century, provided aid to enslaved
Africans.  On this day as we pray
for an end to violence we also
pray for more harmonious
relations among people of various
races.

The Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux’
observance of of this national day
of prayer will take place at a Mass
on Friday, September 9, 2022,
7:00 PM at St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral.

Anniversary
of the
September
11th Attack
on the
World Trade

Center and Pentagon

The anniversary of this event
which weighs heavy in our hearts
may prompt us to celebrate a
Mass for the Preservation of
Peace and Justice (#30 under
Masses for Civil Needs) or For
Those in Public Office (#22).
Since September 11, 2022 falls on
a Sunday this year, such a Mass
would be celebrated on the
following weekdays, unless the

local ordinary permits otherwise. 
However, an intercession related
to the 9/11 attack could be
included in the Universal Prayer. 
While the usual vestment color
for Masses for Various Needs and
Occasions is white, if the mood in
your parish is more somber over
the memory of this event, violet
vestments may be used.

The USCCB
(http://www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/liturgical-yea
r/liturgical-considerations-for-sep
tember-11.cfm) offers the
following intercessions for a
liturgy celebrated on this day:

For the Church, that she may
continue to provide care and
healing for all, especially those
affected by the attacks on
September 11, 2001, we pray to
the Lord…

For all victims of violence and
terrorism around the world, and
for their families, that they may
find comfort and peace, we pray
to the Lord…

For the safety of our service men
and women abroad, for civil
servants who protect us and keep
us safe, and for all who live with
war and violence, we pray to the
Lord…

For our leaders and for the
leaders of nations, that they may
work together to address the
problems that provide fertile
ground for the growth of
terrorism, we pray to the Lord...

For the ability to forgive and for
an end to all hatred, beginning in
our own hearts, we pray to the
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Lord…

Blessing of
the Harvest

On a Sunday
of
September or October we may
want to utilize the Blessing for
the Occasion of Thanksgiving for
the Harvest (Book of Blessings
##1007-1023).

World Day of Migrants and
Refugees (Sunday, September
25, 2022)

This observance is assigned to the
last Sunday of September.  In
2018 Pope Francis challenged the
world to welcome, protect,
promote and integrate migrants.

The focus on refugees is
especially relevant this year,
especially with respect to the
Ukranian refugees fleeing from
an unjust attack on their country.

Readings and prayers will be
those of the 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time, but a prayer for
migrants and refugees and
mention of our pastoral
responsibility to them in the
homily would be appropriate on
this day. 
Displaying an
icon of St.
Olga of Kyiv
(Ukraine’s
patron saint)
would also help to draw attention
to this special
observance.

Blue Mass

All are invited to

take part in the annual Blue Mass,
wherein we pray for all
community protectors and
emergency responders.  Fr.
Patrick J. Madden, Administrator
of the Diocese of Houma-
Thibodaux is scheduled to preside
at the celebration.  During the
prayer for the deceased in the
Universal Prayer, the protection
agencies’ members who died
since last year either in the line of
duty, during service with the
department or after a lifetime of
service will be remembered.  The
Mass will be celebrated at St.
Joseph Co-Cathedral on
September 29, 2022, the Feast of
St. Michael the Archangel, at
11:00 AM.  Concelebrants and
vesting Deacons should wear the
white diocesan vestment.

Blessing of
Animals

In many parishes it
has become
customary to bless
animals (see Book

of Blessings ##942-965) on the
Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi,
October 4th.

Anniversary of the
Death of the Most
Rev. Warren L.
Boudreaux,
Founding Bishop of
Houma-Thibodaux
(October 6th)

Mass #2 under IV. Masses for
Various Prayers for the Dead is a
Mass for a deceased diocesan
bishop, which could be
appropriately used on this day. 
An intercession for Bishop
Boudreaux might read:

That all our beloved dead,
especially  Warren L. Boudreaux,
founding Bishop of Houma-
Thibodaux, may enjoy the fullness
of eternal life, we pray to the
Lord.

Memorial of
Pope St. John
XXIII and
Anniversary
of the
Opening of the Second Vatican
Council (October 11th)

Angelo Cardinal Roncalli was 76-
years-old when he was elected to
succeed Blessed Pope Pius XII.
While thought by many to be a
transitional figure as pope, he
convened the Second Vatican
Council in
order “to
impart an
ever
increasing
vigor to the
Christian life
of the
faithful; to
adapt more suitably to the needs
of our own times those
institutions which are subject to
change; to foster whatever can
promote union among all who
believe in Christ; to strengthen
whatever can help to call the
whole of mankind into the
household of the Church”
(Sacrosanctum Concilium #1). 

Pope St. John Paul II said, “The
Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council has been a gift of the
Spirit to his Church. For this
reason it remains a fundamental
event not only for understanding
the Church's history at this end of
the century, but first and
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foremost for exploring the
abiding presence of the risen
Christ beside his Bride in the
course of world events....The
Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council was truly a prophetic
message for the Church's life; it
will continue to be so for many
years in the third millennium
which has just begun. The
Church, rich in the eternal truths
entrusted to her, will still speak
to the world, proclaiming that
Jesus Christ is the one true
Saviour of the world:  yesterday,
today and for ever!”

Proper texts for the optional
memorial of Pope St. John XXIII
may be found at:
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-an
d-worship/liturgical-year-and-cal
endar/saint-john-xxiii

The USCCB suggests the following
reading selections from the
Lectionary for the Common of
Pastors: Ezekiel 34:11-16; Psalm
23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; John 21:15-17.

Memorial of Our
Lady of the
Rosary (October
7)

A scheduled
group praying of
the rosary at the Church would
be appropriate.

Red Mass

Very Rev. Patrick J.
Madden is the
scheduled presider
at the annual Red
Mass on October
20, 2022 at 12:00

PM at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral. 

Since we will celebrate a Votive
Mass of the Holy Spirit, the
vestment color will be red.  At this
Mass we pray for all in the legal
profession, that they may exercise
justice as it is envisioned in God’s
Kingdom.  All of the faithful are
invited to participate in this
liturgy.

St. Luke Mass for Medical and
Mental Health Professionals

In our diocese a Mass for medical
and mental health professionals
on or near the feast of St. Luke,
Evangelist (October 18th) is to be
celebrated.  All parishes in our
diocese are asked to celebrate
such a Mass either at all weekend
Masses or at one designated Mass
on either the weekend of October
15-16 or 22-23, 2022.  Special
recognition of
the many
members of
these professions
who went above
and beyond the
call of duty to
care for the sick and troubled
during the pandemic would be
advisable.

Memorial of Pope
St. John Paul II
(October 22nd)

Beloved by many
Catholics today, Pope St. John
Paul II’s memorial is on October
22nd.  A proper collect is provided
in the Ordo.  All other orations are
taken from the Common of
Pastors.  If readings from the
sanctoral cycle are desired,
selections may be taken from the
Common of Pastors in the
Lectionary.

The following USCCB webpage
contains a collect for the saint’s
feast and some other liturgical
suggestions:
http://www.usccb.org/about/divi
ne-worship/liturgical-calendar/sai
nt-john-paul-ii.cfm.
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Pastors should encourage their
communities to assist in the
mission of the Church in
spreading the gospel.  The Mass
for the Evangelization of Peoples
(#18A, alt; B) may be used as
found in the Roman Missal.  For
optional readings, see Lectionary,
Vol. IV, nos. 872-876, especially
Isa 60:1-6 [872.3], Rom 10:9-18
(873.4), Matt 28:16-20 [876.1].

Reformation
Day (October
31st)

It would be
appropriate to
celebrate on
this day a Mass for the Unity of
Christians (#17 under Masses for
the Holy Church).  Readings may
be taken from the Lectionary
§§867-871.

Solemnity of All Saints
(November 1st)
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Since this solemnity occurs on a
Tuesday this year it is to be
observed as a holyday of
obligation.

Relics of saints might be exposed
for veneration by the faithful. 
Relics might otherwise be carried
in the entrance procession of the
Mass and placed before the altar
or some other location of honor.

Commemoration
of All the Faithful
Departed

The
Commemoration of the Faithful
Departed is on November 2nd. 
Priests are permitted to celebrate
three Masses with the following
intentions: 1) for a particular
intention, 2) for all the faithful
departed, 3) for the intention of
the pope.  A stipend may be
taken only for the first Mass.  

Readings may be taken from
Volume IV of the Lectionary,
Masses for the Dead.  Any of
these readings may be used at
the discretion of the priest
celebrant or the parish liturgy
committee.  We don’t have to be
limited by what the missalettes
print!

It has become customary to visit
the graves of loved ones on All
Souls Day or near it.  The Book of
Blessings ##1734-1754 provides
an “Order for Visiting a
Cemetery.”  “If the service of
visiting the cemetery takes place
immediately after Mass and there
is to be a procession to the
cemetery, the blessing and
dismissal of the Mass are
omitted.  During the procession a

psalm or other suitable song may
be sung.  The priest may wear the
chasuble or a cope for the
procession and for the service in
the cemetery” (Book of Blessings
#1736).  

Notice that this is a completely
separate rite from the “Order for
the Blessing of a Cemetery,” (Book
of Blessings ##1418-1439). 
Cemeteries need only be blessed
once, not every year.  After the
initial blessing, the “Order for
Visiting a Cemetery,” which is
basically a rite for
commemorating and praying for
the dead is to be used.

Feast of St. Martin de
Porres

As the secondary
patron of the Province

of New Orleans, the
commemoration of St. Martin is
celebrated on November 3rd with
the rank of feast in all dioceses of
the New Orleans Province.

Celebration of a Mass of St.
Martin de Porres, Patron of
Catholics of African-Heritage

Very Reverend Patrick J. Madden
is scheduled to preside at the
annual Mass of St. Martin de
Porres for Catholics of African
Heritage on November 3, 2022 at
7:00 PM at St. Luke Church.  All
are invited to participate in this
culturally African-American
liturgy.

World Day
of the Poor
(November
13, 2022)

In 2016 Pope Francis declared the
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time each
year the World Day of the Poor. 
This observance is meant to “help
communities and each baptized
person to reflect on how poverty
is at the heart of the Gospel, and
on the fact that, as long as
Lazarus lies at the door of our
homes (cf. Lk 16:19-21) there can
be no justice or social peace.”  A
food collection for the food banks
on this day would be appropriate.

American Indian Mass
of Thanksgiving

On November 18, 2022
at 6:30 PM at St.
Charles Borromeo

Church, Pointe-aux-Chenes, Very
Reverend Patrick J. Madden is
scheduled to  preside at the
annual American Indian Mass of
Thanksgiving.  All are invited to
participate in this culturally
American Indian liturgy.

Special Day of
Thanks for the
End of the
Hurricane
Season

Every year the Bishops of
Louisiana designate a special day
respectively in their dioceses to
offer thanks to God for the end of
the hurricane season.  In the
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux this
day is November 22nd. 

The Day of Thanks coincides with
the Obligatory Memorial of St.
Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr, who is the
patron saint of musicians. 
However, Masses for Various
Needs and Occasions are
permitted on this day at the
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discretion of the priest-celebrant.

At the bare minimum there
should be a prayer amid the
Universal Prayer at Mass such as
the following:

(If our diocese has weathered the
hurricane season without
damage): That the Lord will
continue to sustain us in the
coming winter months as he has
done for us throughout the
recent hurricane season, we pray
to the Lord.

(If our diocese has been plagued
by a hurricane event): That the
Lord will continue to give us the
courage and the strength to
rebuild our lives, homes and
businesses in view of the recent
natural disaster we have
suffered, let us pray to the Lord.

If you wish to celebrate a special
Mass for the occasion, #49 under
Masses for Various Intentions
would be appropriate.

Some suggested readings would
be as follows:

Old Testament Reading: Job 38:1,
8-11 (Lectionary §95)

Responsorial Psalm: 107:23-24,
25-26, 28-29, 30-31 (Lectionary
§95)

New Testament Reading (does
not appear in the Lectionary):

Acts 27:9-24

A reading from the Acts of the
Apostles

Much time had now passed and
sailing had become hazardous
because the time of the fast had
already gone by, so Paul warned
them,
“Men, I can see that this voyage
will result in severe damage and
heavy loss not only to the cargo
and the ship, but also to our lives.”
The centurion, however, paid more
attention to the pilot and to the
owner of the ship than to what
Paul said.
Since the harbor was unfavorably
situated for spending the winter,
the majority planned to put out to
sea from there in the hope of
reaching Phoenix, a port in Crete
facing west-northwest, there to
spend the winter.
A south wind blew gently, and
thinking they had attained their
objective, they weighed anchor
and sailed along close to the coast
of Crete.
Before long an offshore wind of
hurricane force called a
“Northeaster” struck.
Since the ship was caught up in it
and could not head into the wind
we gave way and let ourselves be
driven.
We passed along the sheltered
side of an island named Cauda and
managed only with difficulty to
get the dinghy under control.
They hoisted it aboard, then used
cables to undergird the ship.
Because of their fear that they
would run aground on the shoal of
Syrtis, they lowered the drift
anchor and were carried along in
this way.

We were being pounded by the
storm so violently that the next
day they jettisoned some cargo,
and on the third day with their
own hands they threw even the
ship’s tackle overboard.
Neither the sun nor the stars were
visible for many days, and no
small storm raged. Finally, all
hope of our surviving was taken
away.
When many would no longer eat,
Paul stood among them and said,
“Men, you should have taken my
advice and not have set sail from
Crete and you would have avoided
this disastrous loss.
I urge you now to keep up your
courage; not one of you will be
lost, only the ship.
For last night an angel of the God
to whom (I) belong and whom I
serve stood by me
and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul.
You are destined to stand before
Caesar; and behold, for your sake,
God has granted safety to all who
are sailing with you.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 (Lectionary
§95)

Universal Prayer

Presider’s Introduction:

Even as the disciples in the boat
with Jesus cried out to him for
help in the midst of a tempest at
sea, we lift our voices in
supplication that the Lord will
deliver us from all evil and
danger, natural or otherwise.

(See the intercessions given
above)
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That as we stand in awe of the
uncontrollable power of nature we
may be reminded to honor God as
the all-powerful one, we pray to the
Lord.

That we may be inspired to reach
out to those who have suffered from
natural disasters, let us pray to the
Lord.

That we, who have been appointed
by God to collaborate with him in
caring for the earth, may always be
mindful of the need to be good
stewards of the created world, let us
pray to the Lord.

That in time of peril we will not
succumb to fear, but will have the
confidence to call upon the Lord,
who is our help and salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.

Concluding Prayer: #37, For an End
to Storms, under Masses for Civil
Needs

Thanksgiving
Day (November
24, 2022)

In the United
States, in conjunction with our
national holiday, the Church
celebrates a liturgy on Thanksgiving
Day, during which we express
gratitude to God for his kindness and
pray that our hearts may be open to
sharing the gifts God has given us in
loving service.

The Roman Missal contains a proper
Mass for Thanksgiving Day for
dioceses of the United States.  There
is a proper preface for this Mass.

Readings may be chosen from
Volume IV of the Lectionary, Masses
in Thanksgiving to God.

Individuals or families may bring
food to Mass to be blessed for their

Thanksgiving dinner or to be
distributed to the poor.  The blessing
may take place outside of Mass.  For
the Blessing of Food on Thanksgiving
Day, see Book of Blessings, ## 1755-
1780.

Memorial of Sts. Andrew Dung Lac
and Companions

On the same day on which we
celebrate Thanksgiving this year, the
Memorial of the Vietnamese martyrs
occurs.  Vietnamese parishes may
prefer to celebrate this important
cultural feast day.  Parishes which are
predominantly Anglo, but who have
Vietnamese parishioners will want to
acknowledge the Memorial and pray
for the Vietnamese people, especially
through the intercession of the
martyrs.

Solemnity of
Our Lord
Jesus Christ,
King of the
Universe

This solemnity
is celebrated on the final Sunday of
Ordinary Time. In 1922 (Ubi Arcano
Dei Consilio) Pope Pius XI lamented
the absence of peace caused by the
slow progress of the restoration of
Europe after World War I and the rise
of a number of social ills.  Three years
later he re-emphasized his alarm at
the fact that “the majority of men
had thrust Jesus Christ and his holy
law out of their lives; that these had
no place either in private affairs or in
politics,” and “that as long as
individuals and states refused to
submit to the rule of our Savior,
there would be no really hopeful
prospect of a lasting peace among
nations” (Quas Primas #1).  Thus he
established the Feast of the Kingship
of our Lord Jesus Christ (Quas Primas
#28), to be observed each year on
the last Sunday of October.  Pope
Saint John XXIII elevated the

celebration to the rank of solemnity
and Pope Saint Paul VI gave it its
current title and set it on the last
Sunday of the liturgical year.

The readings for the solemnity in the
respective cycles give it a different
perspective in each.  This year, Cycle
C, the Gospel reading depicts Luke’s
account of Jesus’ crucifixion.  His
opponents stand at the foot of the
cross and ridicule him as a pretender
to Jewish kingship and Messiahship. 
Yet, ironically, they do not see that
he fulfills both titles precisely in his
suffering.  He manifests his regal
authority when a criminal hanging in
crucifixion with him requests that he
“remember” him when Jesus comes
into his Kingdom.  Jesus grants him a
royal pardon by declaring to the man
that he would join him in paradise. 
In doing so, Jesus fulfills what the
angel said to his mother in 1:32-33:
“the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

The first reading (2 Samuel 5:1-3) is
appropriately chosen to anticipate
the Gospel reading, when it recounts
the anointing of David.

In the second reading (Colossians
1:12-20) we see that the kingdom
established by the Father’s beloved
Son is one in which those who are by
the Father “made fit” can share in it.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead. And his Kingdom will have no end.
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